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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

20 August 1971

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. John D. Ehrlichman
Special Assistant to the President
for Domestic Affairs

SUBJECT : Unauthorized Disclosures in the News Media

I'attach a summary of the USIB Security Committee volume,
"Unauthorized Disclosures in the News Media' as requested by

Mr., David Young last week,

M
Richard Helms

Director

Attachment
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SUBJECT: Unauthorized Disclosures in the News Media <
%
c
=
1. The problem of unauthorized disclosures in the news Z
media has been a source of serious concern to the intelligence =
community for the past decade and to the Director of Central -
Intelligence, who is charged with the responsibility for the g
protection of intelligence sources and methods under the -~
authority of the National Security Act of 1947, =
C
2. Recently, there has been a sharp increase in the
number of unauthorized disclosures, especially in the fields
of compartmented intelligence, During this period the great-
est number of leaks originated with reporters whose articles
appeared in The Washington Post and The New York Times,
3, As a result, in 1970 the matter of unauthorized “

disclosures in the news media was the subject of a thorough
re-examination by the Security Committee of the United States
Intelligence Board., The Security Committee subsequently
originated a mechanism whereby immediate investigation of
unauthorized disclosures was accomplished only to find, as in
the past, that the documents involved had been so widely dis -
seminated that investigation and interviews with the recipients
of the classified source material remained a fruitless task,
Further, successful investigation of the sources of such dis -
closures was again severely circumscribed by the implications
involved in possible charges that the United States Government
was investigating the news media.
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4. As in the past, it was the unanimous conviction of
the Chairman and the Members of the Security Committee that

effective corrective action in the area of unauthorized disclosures
could be implemented by;

LN

a. the Security Committee being authorized to
conduct complete investigations which would lead to

the identity of a person or persons responsible for
an unauthorized disclosure;

ARCHTVES

b. taking appropriate disciplinary action in a
just, clear, and definite manner which would demon-
strate the extreme seriousness with which unauthorized
disclosures are viewed, and most importantly,

NATTONAL,

c. bringing the Prestige and the power of the
Office of the President to bear on the problem,.

FROM T

copry

5. On the 21st of December 1970 President Nixon outlined
in a memorandum sent to the Director and other addressees, his

concern over the increasing proliferation of sensitive intelligence
data through the news media,

6. The President, noting the statutory responsibilities

of the Director of Central Intelligence for the protection of .
< " intelligence sources and methods, charged him with providing

guidance in this field, especially through the machinery of the

intelligence community, Subsequently, the DCI, as a result

of discussions held in executive session on 22 April 1971 within

the framework of the United States Intelligence Board, immediately ;

promulgated agreed upon "Guidance Governing Disclosures of

Classified Intelligence, " which had also received the concurrence

of all addressees of the President's memorandum of 2] December
1970,

7. In a companion report to the President, Mr. Helms
noted that he had asked the United States Board Principals to
make particular efforts to assure that in the case of releases

of sensitive and specially-compartmented intelligence the

SEGRET
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appropriate member of the community be consulted as to potentia}
damage, and that he was requesting pe
Measures taken within thejr respective
to implement these guidelines,

riodic reports from them on
agencies and departments

Helms
stated that the frequency of such disclosures had reache

levels and furnished the addressees with a compendium
two (22) disclosures which had appeared in the press in

a four-month period--18 January through 27 May 1971. Mr. Helms "

tends to undermine the attitude toward security at all le

-3-

SECRET
[new g9 yfe:

007-4
Approved For Release 2009/03/23 : CIA-RDP94B00280R001200140

¢/

@y

NATTONAL,

THE

copy

ARCHTVES - NIXON PO

i




N

iy
Ll

.,.
NP
L&

o eI N Yot

; 40007-4
Approved For Release 2009/03/23 .')EIL)?\:-&.[%P94800280R0012001

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

. auG 1971

MEMORANDUM FOR; Mr, Joha D, Ehrlichman

8pecial Assistant to the President
for Domestic Affairs

SUBJECT Unauthorixzed Disclosures in the News Media

I attach a summary of the USIB 8ecurity Committee volume,

"Unauthorized Disclosures in the News Media' as nqdosted by

“Mr David Young fast week, | e e T
RicRard Helms
Richard Helms
Director
Attachment iy
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